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What is LOtC and who are CLOtC?

Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC) is
the use of places other than the
classroom for teaching and learning
including in your school grounds; visiting
local places such as religious buildings,
shops and natural spaces; and further
away on day visits to museums, heritage
sites, theatres, field and adventure
centres and for residentials. It also
includes experiences brought into school
through visitors and events.
CLOtC

The Council for Learning Outside the
Classroom was set up in 2008 and are the
only national charity that champions
learning outside the classroom across all
subject areas, age groups and learning
environments.
We are working hard to keep learning
beyond the classroom at the forefront of
the education agenda. We are developing
our partnerships with all the sectors with
an interest in supporting LOtC, for
example across the heritage, museums,
arts, science, sports, faith, leisure and
natural environment sectors.

We manage the LOtC Mark, the only
national accreditation which celebrates a
school's commitment to learning outside
the classroom. It provides a three level
clear, flexible and progressive framework
to help schools ensure all students have
access to meaningful LOtC experiences
across the whole curriculum both indoors
and out, on and off site.
CLOtC also awards the LOtC Quality
Badge. This national accreditation
recognises both learning and safety for
ALL types of learning outside the
classroom providers. Using a LOtC
Quality Badge holder reduces your
paperwork and makes taking your
students off-site easier.
The role of this document

This document is aimed at guiding
schools at the start of their LOtC Journey
to identify what they do already and how
they can work together to embed LOtC
further.
You may just want to increase your LOtC
provision but many schools go on to work
through and achieve the LOtC Mark.

Where to start?

Firstly, it is essential to assess what is
already happening in your school.

A template teacher survey is included
below which can be adapted to suit your
setting. Issue this to all staff with a clear
deadline for completion. A printable
Word version is also available.

By looking at the lists below most
schools will realise that they already
offer a range of LOtC to their students.

Once you have gathered this baseline
information you are ready to create an
action plan to move forwards. A template
action plan is also provided below.

The self assessment form below (or the
printable Word Version) can be used to
audit your current provision and identify
areas that need to be developed.
Issuing a staff survey on learning outside
the classroom can help you establish a
baseline of the frequency of the LOtC
already taking place and therefore
identifying gaps in provision and in staff
confidence and expertise, to inform your
CPD and support package.

So what makes a LOtC Mark school so
different from others?
They demonstrate a commitment to
embedding meaningful, quality
experiences that are frequent,
progressive and continuous across the
whole curriculum and a wide range of
sectors.

Visitors

Religious leaders
Cultural & heritage experiences
Theatre groups
Sports personalities
Authors
Local businesses
Planetariums & other immersive
experiences
Careers advice
Science companies

Your local area

Park or Woodland
Streets
Shops, cafes, restaurants & post office
City farm
Community garden/allotment
Places of Worship & other sacred spaces
Garden centre
Local museums
Library
Historic and contemporary buildings
Art Venues - theatres, galleries
Local schools

School grounds

Where does
LOtC
take place?

A journey away

Cities
Archaeological sites and battlefields
Regional/National galleries, theatre,
dance & Music venues
Regional/national museums
Science and Discovery Centres
Cathedrals
Zoos and aquaria
Rural farms or country estates
Field study & outdoor education centres
Adventure activity & leisure centres
Nature reserves & national parks
Botanical gardens
Coastline
Workplace attractions

Habitats
Growing spaces
Reflection gardens
Outdoor classroom
Amphitheatre
Story telling area
Heritage zone - WW1 trenches, Saxon
villages, Roman roads
Active play areas & climbing walls
Orienteering course
Fire pit/Woodland craft area
Den building space
Loose parts/Scrapstore
Overnight stays

Sleep over in school hall
Camp over in school grounds
Sleep over in museums & galleries
Camping in farms & other outdoor
venues
Field study & adventure centres in UK
& aboard
Study, cultural, language & sports
tours in UK & abroad
Language exchanges
Expeditions

Developing your LOtC

To get everyone onboard it is important
for the senior leadership team to set out
what your school are committing to.
State your commitment

Policies
Some schools create a separate LOtC
policy to outline their commitment to
LOtC and others embed it in existing
policies like Teaching and Learning and
subject specific policies, Educational
Visits and Risk Management policies.
Whatever you decide to do it is important
to be clear what you are committing to.
State why learning beyond the classroom
is important to your school and the
expected benefits to your learners.
Consider and communicate your aims.
Some examples include:
To establish high quality & frequent
learning outside the classroom as an
entitlement for all students
To promote greater attainment and
understanding by offering hands on
education in the real world
To design the curriculum to ensure a
wide range of continuous and
progressive activities for all ages
To provide students with learning
experiences that promote personal
development and well-being
To improve the effectiveness of
learning outside the classroom
through better planning and
evaluation of outcomes.

Level of Commitment
Depending on the size, location and
nature of your school LOtC provision will
look different so it is important to define
what LOtC means to your school and
state what provision you will offer.
Some schools just starting out may only
be offering an adhoc lesson in their
school grounds and a yearly off-site visit.
Where as those that have progressed
through the LOtC Marks will have
embedded LOtC in their subject policies
and state somewhere how frequent their
provision will be e.g.
How often should staff be teaching in
the school grounds?
How many local off-site visits are
students going to be given?
How frequently will they go further
afield or for residentials?
Where do you expect LOtC activities
to take place?
The range and frequency of activities
would obviously be expected to increase
in frequency as schools progress to Gold.

School Improvement Plans
How will the development of LOtC feed
into your School Improvement Plan?
Starting out, you might include a
separate section about LOtC including developing school grounds, making links
with local businesses but LOtC Mark
Silver and Gold schools will have LOtC as
a thread throughout their SIP as they see
the value in it developing literacy, social
skills, attendance to name just a few.

Developing your LOtC continued

Management issues to consider

Inclusion

Your SLT will need to consider the
following:

Learning outside the classroom activities
and experiences should be considered as
an entitlement for all students, just as
lessons inside the classroom, and
inclusion planned accordingly. At no
point should the withdrawal of
participation be used as a sanction.

Who will be responsible for
overseeing the educational quality
and risk management of all aspects
of on and offsite LOtC?
Staff skills, experience and
confidence – what are their training
and support needs?
What is the appropriate mix and
levels of staffing for different
activities?
How will you resource and fund your
LOtC?
When do activities need approval
from the EVC or senior LOtC lead and
what is the procedure?
Have you got a blanket consent form
from parents/guardians for local
visits and therefore when do you
need additional written consent?
Do you need to timetable the use of
areas in school and your locality?
Do teaching staff need any additional
non-contact time for the planning of
activities and experiences? For
example, is a pre-visit required?

There are a number of issues to consider
that might impact on inclusion and staff
should be aware of what is expected of
them in:
Overcoming potential barriers arising
from a young person’s cultural,
religious or ethnic background
Making adjustments to activities to
include young people with SEND
Planning financially so that nobody is
excluded through lack of funds
Implementing strategies to ensure
the inclusion of students with
challenging behaviour
Staff should also be made aware what
measures should be taken when a
particular activity or experience can’t be
adapted to be completely inclusive.

Review, monitoring & evaluation
Finally, it is important to commit to
ensuring that expanding teaching and
learning beyond the classroom is
beneficial and meeting students’ needs.
This doesn’t require a separate
monitoring and evaluation strategy –
lessons delivered through learning
outside the classroom can be assessed in
the same way as those inside the
classroom.
You can find further information on how
to evaluate the impact of learning
outside the classroom below.

Communicate your intent

It is important that everyone is made
aware of your intent to develop LOtC
provision in your school.
Start by looking at your mission
statement. Can this be adapted to include
reference to learning experiences in and
outside the classroom?
Consider your website and what visitors
see. Do you share news about all your
LOtC experiences - simple activities in
your school grounds as well as your offsite visits? Do you share schemes of work
overviews with parents which highlight
what LOtC is taking place?
Do you include reference to the impact of
LOtC in students' reports, Governors
reports, School Improvement Plans? Your
online visits planning and approval
systems (such as Evolve) have easy to use
reports, that identify what is already
occurring.
Informing the wider community about
what you hope to achieve can open up so
many doors for your school; creating
links to local businesses for visits/
visitors, financial support and manpower.

Supporting staff to teach beyond the classroom

Once you have conducted a staff survey
you will have a greater understanding of
what is needed to support them.
It is really important that LOtC be
considered in long-term planning and not
seen as a standalone activity or an addon. In doing this it is embedded in their
teaching with pre and post activities
making it easier to manage and giving a
greater impact on learning.
Staff often need ideas, first-hand
experience and mentoring to feel
confident to deliver LOtC and appreciate
the breadth of learning that can be
delivered away from the familiar
classroom set up. You will also need to
consider training in risk management to
ensure your procedures are understood
and you are all consistent with your
approach.
Start small, introducing them to simple,
short activities to do in your grounds.
Our Learning Beyond - in your school
grounds document gives a process to
building confidence in delivering
learning outdoors.

As their confidence grows, focus on
curriculum linked activities building up
to delivering whole lessons beyond the
classroom.
Resources

Try to make it as simple as possible for
staff to deliver lessons outside of the
classroom. One way to facilitate this is
providing access to a wide range of ideas
and ready-made lesson plans. The more
experience staff get with delivering plans
that have been written for them, the
more likely they are to explore creating
their own lessons beyond the classroom.
There are a wide range of free activity
ideas and resources for schools
developed by LOtC Quality Badge holders
on our website and Learning through
Landscapes offer lots of support for using
and developing your school grounds.
CLOtC can offer bespoke training tailored
to your particular setting. Members get a
substantial discount on all of our CPD
and free access to masterclasses and
resources.

As well as ideas for lessons, think about
physical resources that could be useful.
Consider what you already have and work
with your staff to decide what else you
might need. Ensure you consider storage
for equipment, making them as
accessible as possible.
When it comes to outdoor learning, you
should also consider appropriate clothing
for pupils and staff alike. Some schools
require students to have waterproofs/
wellies stored in school, with a collection
of donated spares available in case
anyone doesn’t have the appropriate
thing to hand. Providing staff with
waterproof jackets and trousers means
there is no excuse to change plans to
head outside because of inclement
weather.
Taking learning off-site

Once they have built their confidence on
site, use the lists at the start of this
document to get your staff thinking
about how they can use other spaces in
your locality and beyond.
It is useful to create a display in your
staff room showing each year's topics
and asking staff to annotate it with ideas
for taking that topic beyond the
classroom. This allows your staff to share
personal experiences and knowledge of
your locality and beyond, and ideas they
may have done before.
To allow for more spontaneous LOtC
experiences it is recommended that a
blanket consent form is signed by

parents/guardians to allow off-site visits
in walking distance to take place without
the need for more paperwork.
Staff may also benefit from training from
your local outdoor education advisor on
leading visits beyond the classroom, on
or off site, or some of the LOtC Quality
Badge holders can provide support on
this.
Off-site visits involving travel &
residentials

Visits off-site for the day or a residential
offer amazing opportunities for
curriculum and personal/social
development.
The lists on page 2 suggests the range of
experiences you can consider for your
students for day visits, and again your
staff will have ideas of their own.
Residentials can start in your school hall
and school grounds for lower primary
school students and will progress in
duration and complexity through to
expeditions and study tours abroad.
More information about residentials can
be found on the Learning Away website.
It can be daunting taking a group off-site
especially if using public transport but
each school will have their own
procedures in place for educational visits
off-site. Your school should have an
Educational Visits Co-ordinator (EVC) who
can mentor staff. Online visits planning
and approval systems (such as Evolve)
are used by most schools and can reduce

administration and ensure a good audit
trail of the safety risk management of
visits & local LOtC activities.
When looking for a venue to visit that is
safe and offers a quality experience then
check if they are a LOtC Quality Badge
holder Or ask for recommendations from
your local OEA. Selecting a LOtC Quality
Badge holder reduces your paperwork
and makes taking your students off-site
easier.
Your local OEA can also offer training for
Educational Visit Co-ordinators and Visit
Leaders, and training on Management of
Visit Emergency's.

Visitors to your school

Visitors into your school can also widen
the experiences your students are given
especially in schools where the cost and
logistics restricts the number of off-site
visits they can offer. Theatre groups,
local business owners, spiritual leaders,
links with sports personalities, local
authors to name a few all help to
enhance your curriculum. Some of our
Quality Badge holders can work with you
at your setting, and don't forget to audit
your parents - what skills and
experiences can they offer your school?

Risk Management

It is important that your staff are
confident in managing the risks any LOtC
activity poses. Schools should have a risk
management policy that addresses
strategies for managing risk for all types
of LOtC experience.
Guidance on managing risk appropriately
is available via the Outdoor Education
Advisers’ Panel National Guidance Download section 4.3 to get an overview
of risk benefit assessment. Your local
Outdoor Education Adviser can provide
training on appropriate risk management.
There is also guidance available on the
Department for Education's website
about Health & Safety on Educational
Visits.
At present we also need to be mindful of
assessing for risks associated with
COVID-19. Guidance from DfE can be
found here. The National Guidance is
regularly updated and outlines how
learning can safely be taken beyond the
classroom walls.
Further information on risk, including
developing your staff and students
understanding of risk management is
covered in the other Learning Beyond
documents (available soon to members).

Evaluating the impact

There is little point in using valuable
resources to plan and implement a
learning outside the classroom
curriculum without also planning to
evaluate its effectiveness.
Effective evaluation can help you assess
students' curriculum learning and also
identify the hidden outcomes for health,
well-being and social development.
There are almost as many approaches to
evaluation as there are schools and there
is no ‘right’ way to evaluate your practice.
It is likely that the evaluation and
monitoring systems already in place at
your setting can be used. This is the best
place to start when deciding what
evaluation methods to use.
Some schools might consider
establishing a clear baseline and then
carrying out regular, planned evaluations
to check progress during a particular
LOtC activity. However, as LOtC becomes
embedded into your curriculum it is often
hard to pinpoint what impact it is having.
Before deciding which methods to use, it
is important to think about what you are
hoping to learn from the evaluation –
what are your aims? What information do
you need to judge whether you have
achieved them? It’s important to
remember that effective evaluation is not
an ‘add on’ but is instead built into the
activity or experience planning.

Planning for evaluation
Some questions to consider when
planning your evaluation strategy:
How well does LOtC relate to
improving attainment?
How well does LOtC support the
wider aims of the curriculum?
How well is our LOtC working?
Is LOtC helping more young people
to achieve their aims?
What are the strengths of our current
work?
What are the areas for further
development?
When considering whether an experience
is worth repeating often we just ask
students if they enjoyed it. It is far more
informative to ask Why they enjoyed it;
What made that particular learning
experience work or not work for them?;
What did they learn?
The latter question is so important to
show if the experience met your
predicted learning outcome but can also
identify unexpected learning. One of the
advantages of learning outside the
classroom is simply that being in a less
predictable environment opens up
opportunities for learning beyond what
was planned.
Evaluation also needs to take place of
the risk management of the experience
especially when using 3rd party
providers. Ensure you ask all adults
involved for their opinions as if they
worked in separate groups they may of
have had very different experiences.

Taking LOtC forwards

This document has given you an
overview of where to start your journey
to embedding LOtC. This along with the
results of your self-assessment and your
teachers' surveys should give you a clear
indication of the actions you need to take
to embed LOtC in your school.
COVID is currently limiting what schools
can offer so there will be a greater
emphasis on using your school grounds
and your local area. However, improving
your understanding of how different
locations and spaces can be used to
support the delivery of the curriculum
now will help lay the foundations for the
progression to extending your off-site
visits and residential provision as
restrictions are lifted.
Search our database to find a local LOtC
Quality Badge holder or ask your local
Outdoor Education Adviser for
recommendations. The LOtC Quality
Badge is backed by the Department for
Education, and recognises the quality of
learning being offered by the
organisation and the standard of their
risk management practices.

LOtC Mark

Once you have started on your LOtC
journey you might want to consider
applying for one of the LOtC Marks to
build on and celebrate your LOtC
provision.
The Mark framework is available through
CLOtC school membership. Once a
member, our staff are on hand to guide
you through your application. The fee for
the membership is then deducted when
you apply for the LOtC Mark.
Membership

Membership costs just £95 and as well as
support to gain the LOtC Mark it gives
whole-school access to live and recorded
masterclasses, resource packs containing
a range of lesson plans and activity idea
for all core subjects (Early years to Key
Stage 5) and discounts off CPD and other
resources.

Self-assessment of current approach to Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC)

These questions have been designed to help SLTs identify how to begin to plan, deliver and evaluate learning outside the
classroom - and to generate evidence for the LOtC Mark accreditation too. A printable MSWord version is also available.
Learning outside the classroom (LOtC) refers to the use of places other than the classroom for teaching and learning so
includes learning in yourschool grounds; visiting local places such as religious buildings, shops and natural spaces; and
further away on day visits to museums, heritage sites, theatres, field and activity centres and for residentials. It also
includes experiences brought into school through visitors and events.
Is our school committed to providing high quality LOtC to all students? How is this communicated?
Does our mission statement and other publicity/documents demonstrate our commitment to offering
LOtC?
Do our policy documents include reference to learning outside the classroom as a means of teaching
& learning?
Do our policies and procedures facilitate inclusion in all LOtC experiences? (consider behavioural and
financial issues as well as SEND)
Is our approach to LOtC reflected in external communications and on the school website?
Do parents and guardians understand the importance of LOtC? Are they involved? Are they supportive?
Is there a named person responsible for the development of LOtC within the school?
Is there a named person with ultimate responsibility for developing/co-ordinating learning outside the
classroom? (Ideally this should be a member of the SLT to ensure a whole school overview, considering
curriculum planning as well as risk management.)
Are teaching and support staff encouraged to teach creatively beyond the classroom? What support is available to them?
Do all teaching and support staff clearly understand and value the benefits of LOtC?
Are staff confident in delivering the curriculum beyond the classroom?
Have we undertaken a skills audit to identify what skills and experience staff have to facilitate LOtC?
Have we asked staff what support they need?
What resources are available to staff to support their planning, delivery and evaluation?
Is relevant CPD available?

SLT self-assessment (cont)

Does the school development plan, improvement plan or recovery plan address LOtC?
Does our SDP/SIP/recovery plan include the development of LOtC, including developing use of the school
grounds and embedding continuous and progressive LOtC into the curriculum?
Have we considered how learning outside the classroom can underpin progress in against all school
improvement targets across the academic year?

Does curriculum planning include regular teaching & learning outside the classroom?
How much LOtC is already taking place? Use the Teacher survey template to map existing activities and
experiences, identify gaps and understand where there is already good practice that can be built on.
Do we plan our whole curriculum to include teaching through LOtC?
Does learning outside the classroom take place all year round? Do students and staff have suitable clothing
and footwear to allow this to happen?
Does our provision have clear learning outcomes and link well with classroom based work?

Is LOtC well planned and integrated into the wider curriculum to support social and personal development
and well-being as well as improving attainment?
How is the impact of LOtC evaluated?
Do we capture impact and whether our learning outside the classroom provision is producing the desired
outcomes?
Do we encourage students to reflect on learning undertaken outside the classroom and assess their own
progress?
What facilities and resources are available in school and in the immediate area? Do staff make good use of the diverse
learning spaces?
Have we audited the staff to see how they use the school grounds and facilities in our locality for learning?
Are they encouraged to be creative in using what is available?
Have our grounds been developed with learning and play in mind, and have staff and students been consulted
about what they would like to do in your grounds?
How do staff utilise links with the local community to facilitate more LOtC experiences?
Are there organisations or groups locally with the potential to work with the school?
Are staff encouraged to identify and build relationships with these to facilitate LOtC?
Do we use parents/carers/community volunteers to support our LOtC activities?

SLT self-assessment (cont)

Do relationships with third party organisations support staff to provide lessons beyond the classroom and to manage
the associated risks effectively?
Are there 3rd party providers we work with or have worked with in the past?
Do those providers hold the LOtC Quality Badge?
Are we taking full advantage of the support they could offer and do we clearly articulate what we want
them to implement?
Are there LOtC Mark Schools within the local area that could provide support and share good practice?

Does the school have an appropriately trained educational visits coordinator (EVC)?
Do staff know who the school’s EVC is?
Has the EVC attended appropriate training offered by a member of the Outdoor Education Advisers’ Panel?

Is the school’s approach to the risk management of all LOtC activities, including current ones around reducing virus
transmission, robust and proportionate?
Are our risk management procedures fit for purpose and consistent with National Guidance?
Do we take a healthy & balanced approach to whole school approach to risk management which minimises
the need for paperwork??
Do we use risk benefit analysis?
Do we encourage our students to be involved in identifying and managing risk?

Teacher Survey

Learning outside the classroom (LOtC) refers to the use of places other than the classroom for teaching and learning so
includes learning in your school grounds; visiting local places such as religious buildings, shops and natural spaces; and
further away on day visits to museums, heritage sites, theatres, field and activity centres and for residentials. It also
includes experiences brought into school through visitors and events.
This survey will identify what learning you currently offer your students beyond the classroom. Please complete the
following table for the previous [year/term/month etc - amend as appropriate], estimating the total of the learning outside
the classroom sessions or activities your class has taken part in.
Name:

How often?

Activities out of the classroom but
inside school buildings (e.g. hall,
kitchen, art room)

Visitors to talk to your students
(in or outside the classroom)

Activities in the school grounds
during the normal school day

Overnight stays in the school hall or
grounds

Activities in the local area within
walking distance (e.g. local
businesses, woodland, parks,
sacred spaces)

Off-site day visits involving
transportation (public transport or
schools own/hired vehicles)

Residential visit

Date:

Class:

Details of activities/lessons
& location

Curriculum areas covered

Learning outside the classroom - Teacher Survey (cont)

What are the barriers to you
delivering more of the curriculum
outside of the classroom?
What are the areas of LOtC practice
you would like to develop?
What could we do to improve our
LOtC provision as a school?
What support do you need to further
embed LOtC into your teaching
practice?
What resources that would be useful
in delivering lessons beyond the
classroom?
What problems have you experienced
when trying to ensure full inclusion in
LOtC activities and experiences?
What skills, experience or interests do
you have that can facilitate the
delivery of the curriculum beyond the
classroom?

Please indicate to what extent you agree with the following statements:
LOtC improves attainment for all students
LOtC improves wellbeing for all students
SLT encourages the delivery of the curriculum creatively beyond the classroom
There are lots of opportunities for lessons in the school grounds and local area
I feel confident in positively managing the risks associated with taking
my class outside of our classroom

Strongly
disagree Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly
agree

Learning outside the classroom action plan

What will you include in your school development plan? e.g. to increase the amount of learning outside the classroom that
takes place for students during school time:

Intention
What do you intend to
achieve, including any
desired outcomes

Implementation
What action you will take
(including cost and how
will it be funded)

Impact
How will you monitor
and evaluate this?

Staff lead

Timeline

